A new central hub for business support designed to supercharge economic development, innovation and investment has launched in Essex. It will be a one-stop-shop to gain access to support, funding and opportunities
The Essex Growth Agency (EGA) will act as a one-stop-shop for Greater Essex businesses of all sizes, offering tailored support in areas such as:
· funding
· inward investment and place promotion
· skills development
· innovation support
The EGA is designed to make it easy for businesses to engage with the public sector in one central place. It brings together services such as Backing Essex Business, Ambitious Essex, Visit Essex and the Essex Opportunities Portal.
Enabled by Essex County Council, the EGA was unveiled by Councillor Louise McKinlay, Deputy Leader and Cabinet Member for Communities, Economic Growth and Prosperity, at Essex’s Festival of Business 2025.
Councillor McKinlay said: “Essex is a powerhouse of innovation and enterprise.
“Whether a business is just starting out, scaling up, exporting or investing, the new Essex Growth Agency is here to support. It is a single front door that provides access to clear advice, skills and funding."
The EGA is led by a team of experts focused on helping businesses grow. They will be on-hand to provide clear guidance for businesses to access support from the public and private sectors.
Specialised help will be provided for skills training, plus access to leading business organisations and funding bodies. The team will also help residents access training and job opportunities.
The EGA has been shaped through consultation with local businesses, who called for a more joined-up and aligned route for support.
The agency has already unveiled its first public-private partnership, offering support for firms to adopt and embed AI for business growth
This collaboration with Thames Freeport will deliver a pioneering programme to help SMEs in key sectors such as tech, manufacturing, sustainable construction and logistics.
Targeted at businesses with 10 to 50 employees, the programme will start in January 2026, with applications set to open in December. Businesses can register their interest by contacting sgmarketing@essex.gov.uk.
Stuart Rimmer, Chief Executive, Thames Freeport, said: “Supporting SME innovation ecosystems to harness new technologies such as AI is good for regional business and makes our region more attractive for international investment.
“We are delighted to partner with Essex Growth Agency to accelerate AI adoption in Essex.”
The launch of the EGA is designed to be a catalyst for growth in Essex. The agency brings support under one roof, providing a joined-up approach for businesses.
In the coming months, businesses will be able to access many more new partnerships, programmes and opportunities.
For more information about the EGA and how to access support, visit www.essexgrowthagency.co.uk.

