Certificate of Exemption — AGAR 2024/25 Form 2

To be completed by smaller authorities where the higher of gross income or gross expenditure
did not exceed £25.000 in the year of account ended 31 March 2025, and that wish 10 certify
themselves as exempt from a limited assurance review under Section 9 of the Local Audit
(Smaller Authorities) Regulations 2015

There is no reguirement to have a limited assurance review or to submit an Annual Govermnance and Accountability
Return to the external auditor, provided that the authority has certified itself as exemptat a meeting of the
authority after 31 March 2025 and a completed Certificate of Exemption is submitted no later than 30 June 2025
notifying the external auditor.

. Smeh  PARISH COVNGL.
certifies that "during the financial year 2024/25, the higher of the authority’s total gross income for the
year or total gross annual expenditure, for the year did not exceed £25,000

Total annual gross income for the authority 2024/25: . ]4' b 4*2, a0y
Total annual gross expenditure for the authority 2024/25: 5 -

There are certain circumstances in which an authority will be unable to certify itself as exempt, so that a limited
assurance review will still be required. if an authority is unable to confirm the statements below then it

cannot certify itself as exempt and it must submit the completed Annual Governance and Accountability Return
Form 3 to the externatl auditor to undertake a limited assurance review for which a fee of £210 +VAT will be payable.

By signing this Certificate of Exemption you are confirming that:
« The authority was in existence on 1st Apnl 2021
. |n relation to the preceding financial year (2023/24), the external auditor has not:
. issued a public interest report in respect of the authority or any entity connected with it
. made a statutory recommendation to the authority, relating to the authority or any entity connected with it
. issued an advisory notice under paragraph 1(1) of Schedule 8 to the Local Audit and Accountability Act
2014 (“the Act”), and has not withdrawn the notice
» commenced judicial review proceedings under section 31{1) of the Act
. made an application under section 28(1) of the Act for a declaration that an item of account is unlawful, and

the application has not been withdrawn nor has the court refused to make the declaration
- The court has not declared an item of account unlawful after a person made an appeal under section 28(3) of the Act.

If the above statements apply and the authority neither received gross income, nor incurred gross expenditure,
exceeding £25,000, then the Certificate of Exemption can be signed and a copy submitted to the external auditor
either by email or by post (not both).

The Annual Internal Audit Report, Annual Governance Statement, Accounting Statements, an analysis of
variances and the bank reconciliation plus the information required by Regulation 15 (2), Accounts and Audit
Regulations 2015 including the period for the exercise of public nghts still need to be fully completed and,
along with a copy of this certificate, published on the authority website/webpage® before 1 July 2025.
Signing this certificate confirms the authority will comply with the publication requirements.

Signed by the Responsible Financial Officer  Date | 1 confirm that this Certificate of

e _ rf s e A i e it ca , SO A
... B va5E EXemplion was approved oy his
. R‘“" ’ b ‘ e authority on this date:

by Chair Date as recorded in minute reference:

L - = A

ONLY this Certificate of Exemption should be returned EITHER by email OR by post (not
both) as soon as possible after certification to your externai auditor, but no iater
than 30 June 2025. Reminder letters for late submission will incur a charge of £40 + VAL.
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Section 1 — Annual Governance Statement 2024/25

We acknowledge as the members of:

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2025, that:

Agreed

‘Yes means that this authority:

| prepared its accounting statements in accordance

[ 1. We have put in place arrangements for effective financial |
' | with the Accounts and Audit Reguiations.

management during the year, and for the preparation of
the eeeeeﬁﬁeg etetemeete,

2. We memtemed an adequate system of internal controi
including measures designed to prevent and detect fraud |
and corruption and reviewed its effectiveness,

| made proper arrangements and accepted responsibility
| for safeguarding the public money and resources in
| s charge.

| has only done what it has the legal power to do and has
{ complied with Proper Practices in doing so.

3. We took all reasonable steps to assure ourselves
that there are no matters of actual or potential

{ non-compliance with {aws, regulations and Proper

Practices that could have a significant financial effect

on the ability of this authority to conduct its

business or manage its finances.

| during the yeej’ gave all persons interested the opportunity to

4. We provided proper opportunity during the year for
- | inspect and ask guestions about this authorify s accounts.

the exercise of eleciors’ rights in accordance with the
requrremente of the Accounts and Audit Regulations.

| considered and documented the financial and other risks it
{ faces and dealt with them properly.

5. We eemed out an assessment of the risks facing this
authority and took appropriate steps to manage those 1
risks, indluding the introduction of internal controis andjor |
external insurance cover where required.

arranged for a competent person, independent of the financial |
conftrols and procedures, fo give an objective view on whether |
infernai condrois meet the needs of this smaller authonty. |

| responded to matters brought to its attention by internal and
| external audir.

_ { disclosed everything it should have about ifs busingss actrty
| during the year including events taking place after the year
| end if relevant.

| 6. We maintained throughout the year an adequate and
effective system of internal audit of the accounting
records and conirol sysiems.

| 7. We took appropriate action on all matters raised

- in reports from internal and external audii.

| 8. We considered whether any litigation, liabilities or
commitments, events or transactions, occurming either
during or after the year-end, have a financial impact on

this authority and, where appropriate, have included them
in the accounting statements.

has met all of its responsibilities where as a body

corporate it is a sole managing frustee of a local trust
| Or frusts. |

charitable. In our capacity as the sole managing
trustee we discharged our accountability
responsibilities for the fund{s)/asseis, including
financial reporting and, if required, independent
examination or audit.

9. (Fer local councils only) TrusTf:nds including Yes No i N/A

*For any statement to which the response is ‘no’, an explanation must be published

This Annual Governance Statement was approved at a Signed by the Chair and Clerk of the meeting where
meetmg of the authonty on: approval was given:

= j"i.f' &# /C‘M,a» /QC” i—'b

and recorded as minute reference Chair

J*:»/@

{ Clerk

Information required by the Transparency Code (not part of the Annual Governance Statement)
The authority website/webpage is up to date and the information required by the Transparency Code has Yes | No

been published. | .
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